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The “Consolidated Annual Report of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons (CITAAC) and Compliance of General Assembly Resolutions concerning Confidence-and Security-Building Measures” was prepared by the Department of Public Security and distributed to all member states on January 11, 2013 as CP/CSH-1460/13. My remarks today will build on that report.

1. Roster of Experts in Confidence and Security-Building Measures

The Secretariat is pleased to report that the Roster of Experts in Confidence and Security-Building Measures was circulated as document CSH/FORO-V/doc.6/13. During the period 2011-2012, the Secretariat received updated information for this roster from 5 member states: Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico and Peru.

The Secretariat would like to take this opportunity to remind delegations that, in accordance with AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11), “Confidence and Security Building in the Americas” the General Secretariat is requested to update the Roster of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures every year, on the basis of the information supplied by the member states by July 1 each year, and to distribute the new roster to member states by July 30 of each year.

For this reason member states are encouraged to present to the Secretariat any changes, modifications or updates they may wish to make to the Roster of Experts before July 1, 2013, taking into account, if they deem appropriate, the document “Criteria, Guidelines and Required Profile for Selection of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” (CSH/FORO-V/doc.5/13), which was adopted by the Committee on Hemispheric Security at its meeting on February 7, 2013. 

2. Inventory of confidence- and security-building measures

Member states will recall that approximately 5 years ago, the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) decided to establish an informal Working Group to unify criteria for reporting on the confidence- and security-building measures adopted in Declaration of Santiago, the Declaration of San Salvador, and the Miami Consensus (as stipulated in operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08)).

This informal Working Group met on November 12, 2008 and prepared a Consolidated List of 36 Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions. This list was later approved by the Committee on Hemispheric Security on January 15, 2009 (document CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1).

In addition, during the IV Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures that took place in Lima, Peru on November 15-16, 2010, member states approved the “Format for reporting the application of Confidence and Security Building Measures” (CSH/FORO-IV/doc.7/10), which was prepared and presented by the Inter-American Defense Board.

As a result, member states now have at their disposal various tools to facilitate their confidence- and security-building reporting requirements. In this regard, the Secretariat refers to document CSH-FORO-V/doc.7/13, which presents a list of the 36 confidence and security-building measures, as well as a summary of the member states that have presented consolidated reports during the period 1995-2013, pursuant to AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12). 
Two of the previously referenced CSBMs include participation in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and participation in the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures.

In just a short while we will hear from representatives of the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs on these same reports. However, the Secretariat would like to take this opportunity to respectfully request that when member states are submitting these reports to the United Nations, they also please forward a copy to the General Secretariat of the OAS at the same time. This small measure will help us to ensure compliance with reporting requirements and also will facilitate greater coordination and cooperation on this important subject.

In this regard the Secretariat reports that for the period 2011-2012, the OAS has received copies of the reports submitted by 5 member states to the UN Register of Conventional Arms: Canada, Colombia, El Salvador, México and United States. 6 member states -- Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru and United States – submitted UN Standardized Reports on Military Expenditures.

3. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) should be considered an important confidence- and security-building measure for the Hemisphere, as its key objective is to contribute to regional openness and transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons by exchanging information regarding such acquisitions, for the purpose of promoting confidence among States in the Americas. 

Member states will recall that CITAAC was adopted by the member states in 1999 and entered into force in 2002. Since the IV Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures was held in Lima, Peru in 2010, 2 additional member states –Mexico and Costa Rica—have deposited their instruments of ratification. There are now 16 States Party to the Convention: Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Six other member states – Bolivia, Colombia, Dominica, Haiti, Honduras and the United States -- are currently signatories to the Convention. All member states that have not already done so are invited to consider signing, ratifying, and/or acceding to the Convention. The updated list of signatures and ratifications to CITAAC was distributed as CITAAC/RPC/doc.2/13

In compliance with Articles III and IV of the Convention, “Annual Reports on Imports and Exports of Conventional Weapons” and “Exchange of Information on Acquisitions of Conventional Weapons”, respectively, the Secretariat is pleased to report that 7 member states --Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico and Peru—have submitted to the Secretariat their annual reports for the period 2011-2012. In accordance with AG/RES. 2628 (XLI-O/11), all States Party are encouraged to submit, in a timely fashion, annual reports and notifications in compliance with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention.

The directory of CITAAC national points of contact was distributed as CITAAC/RPC/doc.4/13, and contained updated information received from 6 member states: Canada, Ecuador, Chile, El Salvador, Mexico and the Dominican Republic. Member states are reminded that, in accordance with AG/RES. 2628 (XLI-O/11), the Secretariat should be informed of any changes to the national points of contact by July 1 of each year.
The Secretariat would like to take this opportunity to inform member states that a website containing the basic documents related to CITAAC and its meetings is currently under construction. It is fully expected that the website will be launched during CITAAC’s Second Conference of States Party, which is tentatively scheduled for later this year, as recommended by the member states through AG/RES. 2552 (XL-O/10).

The Secretariat would also like to remind delegations that a meeting of the CITAAC points of contact will take place tomorrow, March 1, and that these topics will be further considered at that meeting. 

4. Activities of the General Secretariat in support of the Forum

In compliance with AG/RES. 1645 (XXIX-O/99) “Support for the Committee on Hemispheric Security”, the Secretariat compiles, organizes and updates a catalogue of member states reports on confidence- and security-building measures. Reports are organized under 18 different categories and are published in all four languages through a website (http://www.apps.oas/org/cshdocs) that is maintained by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, in coordination with the Committee Secretary, and more recently in coordination with the Inter-American Defense Board. The Secretariat will continue to work on presenting a consistent reporting format for this online catalog. To assist the Secretariat in this endeavor, we would kindly request that member states clearly specify in the title of their reports the year to which the report corresponds, which is not always the year in which the report is received.

Before giving the floor to the Inter-American Defense Board, who will make a brief presentation on the status of the “white papers”, as well as their observations regarding the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures, I would like to make some general observations.

I believe the issue of confidence and security building is a very important one to our region and one where the Organization can play a significant role. I participated in the IV Forum in Lima in 2010 and now, nearly 2 ½ years later, I admit I increasingly concerned this topic may not be generating the attention and political interest that it needs and deserves. Member states simply are not reporting or taking an active participation in this critical subject matter.

I admit I’m not sure what the answer is. As always, the Secretariat will be guided by the member states, but I felt the need to share my concern that a significant amount of time, effort and resources goes into the preparation, organization and follow-up of this forum and its relevant reports. Until last week, we unfortunately did not even have a chair to lead this Forum, which makes it very difficult –particularly for the Secretariat-- to adequately prepare for this high-level meeting. We are grateful to the United States for agreeing to guide the deliberations today.

As a result, I would respectfully suggest that member states take stock of their national and regional priorities in this matter, particularly as we begin to draft General Assembly resolutions and mandates. During the discussion planned for later this morning, I would encourage all member states to consider carefully their national confidence and security building needs and requirements and take steps to determine how the OAS and its General Secretariat can be best positioned to respond to those needs in an efficient and effective manner.
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